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Inspired: The Harrell Health Sciences Library Renovation 
Over the next 24 months the Harrell Health Sciences Library will undergo a com-

plete transformation.  With the support of senior leadership at Penn State Her-

shey and working with facilities and HBM Architects we will modernize the exist-

ing space, turning it into a 21st century library and learning and research com-

mons that will more effectively support all four missions of Penn State Hershey.  

The Harrell HSL is central to the provision of biomedical resources and expertise, 

and the space itself also serves a vital role.  Quoting Freeman, “The library is the 

only centralized location where new and emerging information technologies can 

be combined with traditional knowledge resources in a user-focused, service-rich 

environment that supports today’s social and educational patterns of learning, 

teaching, and research.”1 

The library is now in the process of developing a design informed by two years of 

planning that included a review of the literature, review of recent library renova-

tions at other institutions, consideration of LCME accreditation requirements, 

the strategic direction of the institution, and input from a variety of stakeholders 

including faculty, students and staff.  The library renovation is also part of the 

recent Penn State Hershey Medical Center Strategic Facilities Master Plan.    

The following principles have been applied throughout this process:  

 

 A student/faculty-centered approach 

 Provision of individual and group student study spaces that support 

both quiet, contemplative study and collaborative interaction available 

24/7 

 Advanced application of digital information technology and access to 

electronic resources 

 Access to all required information resources regardless of format 

 Superior service 

 A focus on partnerships and collaboration 

 Improved utilization of space 

 Retain Harrell HSL’s role as “the heart of the institution” 

We currently anticipate completing the design by July of this year (2015), 

with the bidding process occurring in August and September, and construc-

tion beginning sometime in the October, November timeframe.  We antici-

pate construction taking approximately 12 months to complete, barring any 

unforeseen circumstances.  We are very cognizant of the need to manage 

construction so as to cause the least amount of disruption for our students, 

understanding that construction in and of itself is a messy,  

Continued on Page 2 . . . 
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noisy process.  With this in mind, the library has put in place a communication team that is developing a suite of 

communication tools, including a blog, in order to keep everyone informed on an ongoing basis. 

This is an exciting project that will benefit the institution and all of us individually into the future.  We believe it will 

inspire all of us to do our best.  Stay tuned for updates as we continue to develop the design and move closer to 

our shared vision of the 21st century library and learning commons. 

1. Freeman, G.T., The Library as Place: Changes in Learning Patterns, Collections, Technology, and Use. In Library as Place: Rethinking Roles, 

Rethinking Space.  Council on Library and Information Resources, 2005.  http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/pub129.pdf 

Director’s Note continued from Page 1 . . . 

DynaMed Mobile App: Serial Numbers No 

Longer Required! 
Download the complete DynaMed content set and you will receive notifications 

to update the content periodically. 

1. Download the free DynaMed App from the iTunes Store or Google Play. 

2. Access DynaMed from the Harrell HSL website. 

3. Click on the DynaMed mobile access link from DynaMed and enter your HMC email  

address. The link will be located at the top toolbar.  An authentication key will be emailed 

to you. 

4. Open the DynaMed email from your device. 

5. Within 48 hours, tap on the link in the email to authenticate the app. Note: after 48 

hours, users will need to request a new authentication key. 

DynaMed is an evidence-based clinical reference tool for use at the point-of-care. 

http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/pub129.pdf
http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/pub129.pdf
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Nancy Adams attended the Harvard Macy Institute’s “Program for Educators in the Health 

Professions” January 11-21, 2015, funded by the Vice Dean for Educational Affairs.  

David Brennan’s article “Reliably converting journal citation data to Excel for systematic 

review analysis” was published in Volume 54, Issue 10 of MLA News. 

Lauren Kime will present “A license is not enough: Marketing techniques to increase e-

resource usage among a target audience” at the Electronic Resources & Libraries         

conference in Austin, TX. 

Esther Dell attended the 2015 AAP Professional and Scholarly Publishing Annual          

Conference in Washington, D.C. 

Sharon Daugherty will attend Penn State’s professional development program 

“Overcoming Workplace Negativity and Managing Stress.” 

Seamus Carmichael is collaborating with assistant professor Dr. Kimberly Myers in the  

Humanities Department and others to present “Seamus Heaney, A Life In Word And Song.” 

The program illustrates the Nobel Laureate Heaney’s life and shows how he became one 

of the most popular poets of the late 20th century.  

HHSL’s New Library Dashboard 

The Harrell Health Sciences Library   

recently launched a new, interactive 

dashboard displaying a statistical    

compilation of the library’s activities. 

The dashboard was created by Xiaoyu 

Sun, the library’s Information Technolo-

gy Services & Systems Integration         

Specialist, with input from University 

Libraries and staff and faculty in the 

Harrell Health Sciences Library. 

Explore our dashboard and discover 

how many people use the library, how 

many items are borrowed from other 

PSU campuses, how many database 

searches happen each year, and more! 

Visit The Library Dashboard 

http://www1.libraries.psu.edu/hersheydashboard/
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Evaluation of the outcomes of services provided by health sciences librarians has been elusive, due to 

factors including lack of funding for such research, lack of librarians’ time to do this research, and chal-

lenges in measuring primary, “downstream” outcomes.  A recent systematic review published in the Jour-

nal of the American Medical Informatics Association examined the outcomes related to librarians’ provi-

sion of information services such as literature searching for clinicians and training in doing literature 

searching.1 Some of the findings of the systematic review, based on 25 included studies were:  

 Provision of information to clinicians by librarians is related to reduced length of stay for their patients 

and saving the time of the physician; and  

 Provision of information-related training by librarians to residents, medical students, and nursing stu-

dents resulted in the learners’ increased knowledge and skills in literature searching.  

While the overall methodological quality of the included studies was moderate and more work needs to 

be done in this area, these findings point to the relevance and importance of the services provided by li-

brarians at Harrell HSL. Every day, we teach practicing clinicians and students how to effectively search 

the literature and we use our expertise in searching the literature to provide information for clinical use, 

teaching, and research. Researchers and grantees are using our new systematic review service to save 

their time and increase the quality of the finished publication. Do you have a question you’d like to ex-

plore, or are you interested in training for your residents or students? Contact us at herref@hmc.psu.edu 

or call 717-531-8634 to get started.  

 
1. Perrier L, Farrell A, Ayala AP, et al. Effects of librarian-provided services in healthcare settings: a systematic review. J Am 

Med Inform Assoc. 2014;21(6):1118-1124. 

JAMIA Systematic Review Explores Benefits Of Librarian-Provided Services 

By Nancy Adams 

Resource Highlight: Joanna Briggs Institute EBP Database 

By Amy Knehans 

The Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI), recognized as the global leader in evidence-based healthcare, was     

established in Adelaide, South Australia in 1996. JBI is an international not-for-profit research and devel-

opment organization based within the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of Adelaide, South       

Australia. The Joanna Briggs Collaboration (JBC) contributes to improvements in the quality and outcomes 

of health care through promoting and supporting evidence-based practice. The Institute collaborates     

internationally with over 70 entities across the world. 

This comprehensive database covers a wide range of medical, nursing, and health science specialties 

and  includes a unique suite of information that’s been analyzed, appraised, and prepared by expert     

reviewers at Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI). The JBI Database includes full text Evidence–Based              

Recommended Practices, Systematic Reviews, Consumer Information Sheets, and much more. 

Helpful Links 

JBI Institute  

Reviewers Manual 

Video Tutorial: How To Access JBI Institute Through The Library 

mailto:herref@hmc.psu.edu
http://joannabriggs.org/
http://joannabriggs.org/assets/docs/sumari/ReviewersManual-2014.pdf
http://www.screencast.com/t/drxLytT3
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The Harrell Health Sciences Library’s Upcoming Workshops 

Harrell Health Sciences Library announces four FREE upcoming workshops taught by      

library faculty. Register now by writing us at herref@hmc.psu.edu; space is limited and 

workshops are filling up quickly. Please specify the sessions you wish to attend:  

 

NVIVO Basics for Qualitative Research will be held Wednesday, 

March 25 from noon-1pm in CG624E, in the basement of the   

library. This demonstration session is designed for qualitative  

researchers who are new to NVIVO. Learn the basics of coding 

transcripts, organizing your data, and running analytic reports. 

NVIVO is available on several workstations in the 24 hour       

computer lab on the second floor of the library. 

Demystifying Systematic Reviews: How the Li-

brary Can Help will be held Friday, March 20 at 

noon-1pm in the Junker Anteroom. The strength of 

your systematic review is based on the exhaustive 

nature of the literature search and its documenta-

tion. Learn how the library can help you design, exe-

cute, and      document the search.  

Creating Narrated Screencasts with Free & Available Tools will be held 

Thursday, March 19 from noon-1pm in C4832. This demonstration session 

will show you how easy it is to record presentations using tools like Jing, 

Camtasia, and PowerPoint add-ins. We’ll also discuss how to store your 

presentations on the web. If you want to create short educational videos, 

but don’t know how, this session is for you!  

EndNote Web Basics will be held Wednesday, March 4 

from noon-1pm in C2610 computer classroom on the 

second floor of the library. Learn how to use this free 

citation management tool to organize your references 

and save time in citing them in your work. EndNote 

Web interoperates with the desktop version and is an easy way to share references and 

write with others.  

mailto:herref@hmc.psu.edu


Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 

Penn State College of Medicine 

The George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, H127 

500 University Drive, P.O. Box 850 

Hershey, Pennsylvania  17033-0850 

Visit us on the Web: med.psu.edu/library 

Feedback is welcome!  Email the editor: lkime@hmc.psu.edu 

Starting A Systematic Review? 

The National Institutes of Health encourages researchers to   

register Systematic Review Protocols when starting a review. 

Checking protocol registries and registering your own protocol 

creates transparency and prevents researchers from initiating 

labor-intensive reviews that attempt to answer questions          

another researcher is already exploring. 

Visit the NIH Office of Management’s Systematic Review Proto-

cols and Protocol Registry guide to learn more. 

 

The George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library presents 

Research Data:                                                      

Compliance, Ownership, Preservation 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

9:00 – 11:00 AM 

Room C3621 

Program Details Coming Soon! 

https://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/hershey.html
mailto:lkime@hmc.psu.edu
http://nihlibrary.campusguides.com/c.php?g=38332&p=244525
http://nihlibrary.campusguides.com/c.php?g=38332&p=244525

