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Director’s Note by Cynthia Robinson 

This special issue is focused on the upcoming reno-

vation of the Harrell Health Sciences Library:       

Research & Learning Commons.  After several years of inten-

sive planning and design, input from a broad range of our constituents, and 

many, many decisions, construction is scheduled to begin Dec. 7, 2015.  

Phase 1-A will involve building out the data closet in the unused elevator 

shaft located at the current entrance of the library.  A temporary wall will be 

built to enclose the construction.  Phase 1 will commence around December 

21st with the construction of the temporary wall splitting the library into 

two sections: one where construction for the new space will move forward, 

and another section  that will remain open for business.  Once Phase 1 is 

complete, we will move into the completed section and Phase 2 will 

begin.  During Phase 1, we will construct a new door at what is currently 

the rear of the library.  This will become the entrance in Phase 2 during 

which time the current main entrance will be closed. The construction is 

estimated to take between 9-12 months.  As with any renovation/

construction project there are always unknowns, so flexibility will be 

key to a successful outcome. 

We understand communication is extremely important.  There will be 

several ways to find out what’s happening in the library on any given 

day.   The Harrell HSL Renovation blog,  a Facebook group closed to 

Penn State Hershey students, faculty, and staff, white boards at the en-

trance of the library indicating the current day’s construction schedule, 

and emails and flyers  with milestones and any expected major disrup-

tions.  You can always stop in and ask as well.  We certainly appreciate 

your patience and understanding as we progress through this project.  

Stay tuned for updates as we continue to move closer to our shared vi-

sion of the 21st century library and learning commons.  The end product 

will be wonderful, benefiting current and future students, faculty, staff 

and the institution.   

http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl/
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Keep tabs on renovation—  

We are committed to keeping faculty, students, and staff informed during renovation.  

Throughout the renovation there will be several ways to stay up to date with the construction schedule, alter-

native study spaces and FAQ’s... 

1.   Check out our blog! Look for the Inspired Renovation button on the library’s 

homepage. This will be updated daily throughout the renovation. It also includes the 

floorplans, construction schedule and FAQ’s. 

2.   Check out our whiteboards! There will be a whiteboard inside the entrance of 

the library and on the second floor in the student lounge that will be updated daily.  

3.   Check out our Facebook! If you’re glued to your Facebook, then be sure to join our renovation Face-

book group to stay up to date! Search “Harrell Library” in Facebook groups to find us, and request to be a 

member. It is open only to students, staff, and faculty of Penn State Hershey. 

 

 

 

FAQ’s 

1. Will the library still be open? 

 -Yes, the library will remain open throughout the renovation. 

2. Will library resources still be available? 

 -Yes, there will be no changes to online resources, and permanent reserve books will 

remain available in the library. All other books will be available upon request.  

3. How do I request a book during the renovation? 

 --All books can be requested via the button in the library catalog (the CAT). 

Books will be available within 48 hours. Our “reserve” collection of current textbooks and 

other materials will remain in the library as normal. 

4. Where can I find information on the renovation? 

 -The library will use several outlets to transmit information about the renovation. See 

below (“Keep tabs on renovation”) for information.  

5. What if the library is noisy? 

 -Alternate study spaces will be available during daytime construction. Consult the 

Harrell HSL Renovation Blog for weekly updates to available rooms.  

 

http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl
http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl/
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Construction Schedule 

The library will remain open for the entirety of the renovation.  To remain 

open, construction will be broken up into 2 phases.   A wall will be built 

cutting the library roughly in half.  This wall is demarcated by the blue tape 

lines on the library first floor.   Phase 1 construction starts December 21st 

with the construction of a barrier wall in the library.  The majority of the 

construction activity (noise) will  take place during daytime. Check the Har-

rell HSL Renovation Blog and the whiteboards on the first and second floor 

of the library for daily construction updates.  

Phase 1 of construction starts 

December 21st. 

Alternative Study Space 

The library has recognized that students need quiet study options due to day time construction noise and the 

reduced library seating.  To this end , alternative study spaces have been reserved for both phases of the 

construction and will be advertised on the Harrell HSL Renovation Blog on a weekly basis. These rooms will 

most likely be a lecture hall and several PBL rooms.  

http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl/
http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl/
http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl/
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What’s To Come by Seamus Carmichael: 
 Imagine a library that you can access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with lots of quiet space where 

you can study, as well as social space for your downtime. That is one step away from pleasant outdoor 

seating. In this Library you can read everything, either off the shelf or on your device. When you need a 

professional video presentation or want to collaborate with someone on a project, you have top notch 

facilities and staff to help you with it. That’s the vision and we only have to wait till this time next year to 

see the reality.  

Let’s take a walk through it and see how the space is going to be set up.  

The first thing that you see when you enter from the Crescent is that the Library is now a walk-through 

space and you can get to the courtyard by the main cafeteria. The History of Medicine Collection occupies 

the office and closet space beside the current Circulation Desk, while to the left, just past the spiral stair-

case two new facilities have been created—a Technology Sandbox and a One Button Studio where you 

can work on video presentations or podcasts. Turning left and walking past these rooms you enter the 

Quiet Study Area, screened from general view by the arc of Small Group Study Rooms. This area is home 

to a range of study spaces including carrels on the inside of the arc and booths for solitary and collabora-

tive study. 

Continued on Page 5 . . . 

Any remaining items will be 

removed after this date. 
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Returning to the main body of the Library through the arc of Group Study Rooms, you enter the part of the 

Library dedicated to collaborative learning. Here you find tables and seating designed to offer social study 

space and computer workstations.  

 

The exit to the courtyard and access to the second floor is to your left, while to your right you can see the-

Unified Service point. It has library faculty and staff to help you, along with IT Services, and is centrally locat-

ed in the new Library. Behind the desk are printers, copiers and office space for Library staff and faculty.  
 
To make it all happen will take a lot of work, and we will have to live in a tighter space, but at the end of the 

process there will be a comfortable, convenient and adaptable library space which should last for the next 

50 years.  

 

View full floor plans 

What’s To Come continued from Page 4 . . . 

http://sites.psu.edu/harrellhsl/floor-plan-and-3d-view/
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Feedback is welcome!  Email the editor: mcirelli@hmc.psu.edu 

https://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/hershey.html
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